
                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

This is the last newsletter from me and I would like to use the space to say 

what a fantastic privilege it has been to have worked at St Paul’s School, 

firstly as Deputy Headteacher under Mrs Chalk from 1997 then, since 2001, 

as Headteacher and finally, since 2012 as Executive Headteacher.  

I have been fortunate in having been able to work with talented staff, 

committed governors and supportive parents and carers. But the greatest 

reward in my career has been in working with our wonderful children. Year 

after year they inspire me with their attitude and behaviour.  

To work in Tower Hamlets, in St Paul’s School, and later St John’s 

School, has been a humbling experience. My guiding principle has always been 

that our children can do as well as, or better than, children anywhere else in 

the country. Time and again, when the children leave us, at the end of Year 

6, they demonstrate this. Hopefully, they are equipped with the academic 

knowledge and skills, along with the confidence and self-esteem, that will see 

them succeed in life.  

I would like to thank you all for your wonderful support. 

Finally, to paraphrase Mr Rubin, be kind to yourself and to each other. 

Terry Bennett 
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Follow us  

on Twitter 

@StPaulsCESchool 

Goodbye 
We are saying ‘Farewell’ and ‘Good Luck’ to a small number of staff this year. 

Marie Dixson, (right, upper) our SENDCo, has been with us since January 2020, 
starting weeks before the first Covid lockdown. I cannot praise the work that Ms 
Dixson has done highly enough; the provision for SEND children in our schools is 
second to none and Ms Dixson is a vocal advocate for all of our children. In 
September Ms Dixson will be joining the Phoenix Outreach team. 

Angela Wright (right, middle) joined St Paul’s School on the same day as me back 
in 1997. She worked as a teaching assistant for a short while before joining our Early 
Year’s team. Mrs Wright’s experience, confidence and expertise meant that she was 
a ‘safe pair of hands’ to deputise in the absence of the class teacher. Mrs Wright is 
retiring which will give her the opportunity to travel to those few parts of the world 
that she hasn’t already visited. 

Tom Daggett (right, lower) has been such a good friend to the school teaching 
singing, overseeing the choir, organising inspirational trips…Tom is leaving us to 
carry out a similar role in the community around Sheffield Cathedral. 

Welcome 
Our new Federation SENDCo is Mads Pontin, who has a great deal of experience. 
Having met her last week, I am sure she will fit in well and be an asset to our team.  

Former St Paul’s teaching assistant, Safia Ali, is now a qualified teacher and joins 
our staff as Year 2 teacher (Ms Reader will be our cover teacher in September). 

Our new Nursery teacher is Sandra Alvarez Perez. Ms Perez is an experienced 
teacher who has been working in Christ Church Primary School in Brick Lane.  

I am sure you will make them all very welcome. 

https://twitter.com/StPaulsCESchool


 

  
St Paul’s School Fete took place last week and 

was enjoyed by young and old. Even a short-

lived outburst of rain couldn’t dampen the 

atmosphere! 

Although the Fete was all about having 

fun, it also raised money for the school fund, 

which is used to buy resources for the 

children, such as playtime equipment and 

games or to subsidise class trips and shows, 

such as the annual pantomime.  

 This year we raised over £800 which is 

amazing in these times of austerity. 

 Thank you so much to Janice and Ms. 

Blake, who organized the event, and everyone 

who helped, including nearly the entire staff 

team, together with a great group of parents/ 

carers:  

Khaleda Ahmed; Nadima Begum;  

Anita Nila; Rozina Akther; Shamaila 

Latif; Majida Miah; Janet-Marie Nhlapo; 

Shozwana Khanom; Tamanna Akhtar; 

Shana Khatum; Khalda Akter;  

Khudeja Khatun 

I hope we have mentioned you all, apologies if 

we have missed any names. 
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Final Thought 

"There can be no happiness if the things we believe in are different from the things we do." 

Freya Stark, Explorer and travel writer, ‘The Journey's Echo’. 

We are offing free intensive swimming lessons during the summer holidays at the centres below. To 

book please email Sabrina Forde Sabrina.Forde@GLL.ORG . 

York Hall leisure centre  

Monday 7th August -11th August 9-1130am small pool  

Tiller Rd leisure centre  

Monday 14th –18th August 9-1130am 

Mile end leisure centre  

Monday 21st August -25th- August -9-1130am small pool. 

Poplar baths leisure  

Tuesday 29th August -1st September  

Thank you  

Jackie Ayres 

Area swim lead, LBTH 

https://click.convertkit-mail4.com/27u5v75vl5hohvgndexfn/dpheh0hql7k554sm/aHR0cHM6Ly9hbXpuLnRvLzNmQ1ZVeWc=
mailto:Sabrina.Forde@GLL.ORG

