
Thursday 13th May 2021 

@StPaulsCESchool 
St Paul’s Whitechapel CE Primary School 
www.st-pauls.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

We asked for your views on two aspects of schooling during the lock-
down—Home Learning and Communications. The surveys were con-
ducted online using SurveyMonkey, both had a handful of questions 
and should have taken no more than five minutes to complete.  

We received fifty-six responses to the Home Learning survey and forty
-two responses to the survey on Communications. These represent a 
good proportion of our parents/ carers and we thank all those who con-
tributed. The results were presented to the governing body at its meet-
ing on 25th March. There is a summary below with the results on pag-
es 2 and 3. Results from the Communication Survey will appear in the 
next Newsletter. 
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Congratulations to Mr Boutflour and his wife, the 
proud parents of their second child, Lucas, born on 
14th April at 11:00 am and weighing a healthy 8lbs 
1 oz.  

During Mr Boutflour’s paternity leave, his class was 
ably looked after by Mr Jervis, who has been our 
regular Key Stage 2 cover teacher since  the full 
return to school in April.  

We send our best wishes to Ms Bassi and Ms Brati 
who are both unwell at present and wish them both 
a very a speedy recovery. Mr Cush-Etter has taken 
on the joint teaching role in Year 1 with Ms Khan 
and Ms Sabherwal who has been covering our 
Year 2 and Early Years classes. 

Grappling with the North Face of the 
Early Years’ climbing wall. 

We send our very best wishes to all those celebrat-
ing Eid-Ul-Fitr today (Thursday 13th May). 

May all our families be blessed with happiness, 
peace and success. 

from Mr Bennett and all at St Paul’s Primary School. 

Summary of Home Learning findings 
• Overall parents/ carers seemed pleased with the provision that the school has offered. 
• Most were happy with the amount of work received. A few wanted more, some wanted less. 
• One style of learning does not suit everyone. 
• Most respondents were complimentary about the work that has been done during Lockdown. 
• Some wanted Google Classroom set up, and rolled out, more quickly during the January closure. 
• Technology was initially a barrier to home learning.  See pages 2 & 3 for more detail. 



A range of devices were used at home with laptops and tablets being most popular. Our records show 
that we loaned out 34 devices and that everyone that requested a device received one 

70% of those families who responded said that their children were taking part in lessons 5 days a week 
and another 20% said 3 or 4 days a week. 

Too much: 
 
8 (14%) 
 
Just right: 
 
41 (73%) 
 
 
Not enough: 
 
7 (13%) 

Three-quarters of our families said the amount of work was just right with the split evenly between those 
who thought there was too much and those saying there was not enough. 



Our families experienced a range of problems during lockdown. The most common were lack of motiva-
tion and having to share devices with siblings.  

Of those expressing a preference, twice as many parents preferred Google Classroom as Purple Mash. 
Reasons given included ‘The teacher was able to explain more’ and ‘They prefer the classroom setting’. 

What do you think the school did well during lockdown? 

What do you think the school could have done better during lockdown? 

Caring for children in a holistic way, calling/ emails, checking not only learning progress but also mental well-being. 
I think the school has done well-providing equipment where needed and giving support-staff were really responsive and helpful. 
The school did really well. Firstly, every week teachers called to ask about children and how they’re doing. Secondly, Google 
Classroom helped the children’s learning because they got more explanation and ideas from their teachers. Thirdly, we got the 
chance to collect books once a week and lastly, the school did well by providing us with food. 
The school has kept the children engaged with school work, assembly and choir. 
Good communication from teachers to parents and children to keep everyone updated. 

Could have given written work as well as online work. 
Facilitated online learning quicker. Google classroom should be a regular feature so that parents can follow up. Increase Google 
classroom hours to include non-academic lessons like music, physical exercise or arts and crafts. 
Handed out laptops a bit sooner. 
..if the school had some packs with worksheets that the children could have done would be nice. Reason for this is that I feel 
children become lazy on the laptops. 
Initiated Google Classroom from the onset of lockdown rather than engaging pupils on different platforms. 



Quiet on the set! Year 5 have been busy filming, building sets and props and writing 
poems for their Pic n Mix film with @RichMixLondon (above).  

Extra chilli (and coriander and guacamole) for lunch tomorrow! Can't wait! (left). 

As part of their Topic unit 'Messages in Art', Year 5 have created vibrant pop art col-
lages! The work of Rosalyn Drexler inspired their colours, lines and poses (below). 

Below are some samples of the newspaper articles that Year 5 produced following their film making ex-
perience with Rich Mix Cinema last Thursday (6th May). You can see from the high standard of the work 
that experiences like this can really inspire our children to produce work of a high quality. 

https://twitter.com/RichMixLondon


Searching for minibeasts in the 
Caterpillars’ discovery area is great 
fun and encourages us to use our 
language skills We are learning 
about where they live, what they 
eat and what they look like.  

Look who we found in the play-
ground! Can you see her? We won-
der what adventures the ladybird will 
get up to today.  

Children 
from across 
the school 
tried their 
hand at curl-
ing, a sport 
that features 
in both the 
Olympic and 
Paralympic 
games.  
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