St Paul's Newsletter

Friday 14" November 2025

An update from Mr. Rubin...

| hope all is well and that you enjoyed reading the SIAMS report. | have attached it with the
newsletter — it really captures the very essence of our school and | hope it made you as proud
as it made our staff and Governors.

It's been a busy few weeks. We have had open mornings and the feedback has been very
positive. In this edition there is a lot to catch you up with: Ms Elizabeth led a beautiful
Remembrance Service, We had the Royal Foundation visit us for some exciting workshops
that made the children whoop with delight. There was a science show after school for
parents/carers too. | will report back on the trips that have taken place. We do have space in
our Early Years so if you know families looking for nurseries, do point them our way!

Enjoy the newsletter. Have a great weekend and remember to be kind to one another.

Kindness Cup

Compassion is one of our most important
values and every week, our staff will identify a
member of their class who has earned the
Place2Be Kindness Cup. Our latest winner is
so kind and shows great compassion to
everyone, shining in everything she does.

Follow Us on X and Instagram

One of the very best ways to keep up to date with what is happening in
our school is to follow us on social media. We are on X
https://twitter.com/StPaulsCESchool and
https://www.instagram.com/stpaulswhitechapel/?hl=en
Follow us — there are some fantastic photos and clips of your children.



https://twitter.com/StPaulsCESchool
https://www.instagram.com/stpaulswhitechapel/?hl=en

Odd Socks Day

We kicked off Friendship Week by
celebrating Odd Socks Day, which is a
brilliant way to remember that we are all
unique! Just like those different socks, every
person at St Paul’s has their own special
talents, ideas, and ways of seeing the world.

When we celebrate our own unique 'socks'

and the 'odd socks' of others, we create a

school where everyone feels welcome and
valued.

Children have also been reflecting on and
discussing what makes a good friend and
how they can be even better friends to
children in our school.

New Parent Governor Needed

Huge thanks to Mr Ahmed who has stepped down from his role as Parent Governor. He has supported
the school since May 2023 and we are so grateful for his wisdom, time and support. Our Governing Body
has a strong focus on three core strategic functions

e Ensuring Clarity of Vision
¢ Holding the Headteacher to account for the educational performance of the school and its pupils
e Overseeing the financial performance of the school and making sure its money is well spent
Governors commit to attend regular meetings and training. Each individual Governor is a member of the
Governing Body and all decisions are the joint responsibility of the Governing Body.
We are now looking for a new Parent Governor to join. If you could send expressions of interest to
Parents@st-pauls.towerhamlets.sch.uk, we will begin the process.



mailto:Parents@st-pauls.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Remembrance Day

Remembrance Day is a special time when we honour and remember those who have served
and sacrificed in wars to protect our freedom and peace. From Early Years through to Year 6,
our pupils learn about the importance of remembering the bravery and kindness of those who
came before us.
Children observed the silence impeccably, showing great respect and understanding of the
significance of this moment. The service was thoughtfully led by Ms Elizabeth, who helped us
reflect on the meaning of remembrance and the value of peace.

This collective act of remembrance encourages empathy, gratitude, and a sense of
community, helping our children appreciate the sacrifices made for the world we live in today. It
is a powerful reminder for all generations to cherish peace and work towards a better future.




Royal Foundation Visit St Paul’s

The Royal Institute of Science visited St Paul’s for an exciting Science in Schools event,
captivating pupils with an engaging show, full of hands-on experiments.

The interactive activities sparked curiosity and enthusiasm for science across all year groups.
Pupils gained practical experience and a deeper appreciation of scientific enquiry. The day
concluded with an inspiring community show for families, bringing science to life beyond the
classroom.

A huge thank you to Mrs Reader for organising this memorable and motivating experience for
our young scientists!




Year 4 Visit The Half Moon Theatre

Year 4 had a brilliant afternoon at the Half Moon Theatre, a renowned venue known for its
commitment to inspiring young audiences through high-quality, culturally rich performances.
The visit began with creative drawing activities that engaged the children’s imaginations and

prepared them for the show.

They then watched Grandad Anansi, a captivating play that brought traditional storytelling to
life with vibrant characters and lively storytelling. The children were fully absorbed from start to
finish, demonstrating excellent behaviour throughout the performance. This experience not
only enriched their understanding of storytelling and culture but also supported their creative
development and listening skills.

Thanks to the Half Moon Theatre for providing such a fun and memorable experience for our
Year 4 pupils.
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| am You Project

Year 5 pupils participated in the ‘Il am You’ workshop
led by law students from Queen Mary University of
London, focusing on the Equality Act 2010 and
discrimination. This engaging session helped pupils
understand the importance of equality and the impact of
discrimination. Through interactive activities, pupils
explored the diverse differences that make each person
unique, linking directly to their current PSHE unit on
identity and respect. The workshop raised awareness
about legal protections against discrimination and
encouraged empathy and inclusion.

Early Years Visit Ideas

Store
Butterfly Class enjoyed a trip
to the Watney Market Idea
Store for a story and songs
carpet session, enriching early
years reading and literacy.

The children had a lovely time
visiting the library, which
encourages a lifelong love of
books.

It was a great experience that
uses a local hub to inspire our
youngest readers. It is free to
attend The singing and
storytelling help build
essential communication skills
vital for development. Thanks
to our parents and carers that
were able to come.




We Love to Cook!

We are so grateful that we are supported by Reynolds Food Group who supply our fruit and
vegetables that help our children learn to prepare such delicious healthy food. This is a
valuable lifelong skill that our children really enjoy taking part in.




Climate Change Workshops

Our Year 4 class had a fantastic Climate Change workshop recently with a number of
classes still to come! Pupils learned about how everyday actions affect our planet and the
importance of caring for the environment. It was an engaging and informative session that

inspired our young learners to think about their role in protecting the Earth

Anti-Bullying Workshops

Year 5 recently participated in an Anti-bullying
workshop led by Konflux Theatre. This excellent work
directly compliments Friendship Week by giving
children practical skills to be better friends and
powerful advocates for their peers. The session
focused on essential strategies for standing up for
themselves and others, building trust and creating a
safe community. Kindness and compassion are
essential for combatting bullying. By learning how to
confidently challenge unfairness, our pupils are putting
their values into action and actively living out the
school's vision. This experience is a vital part of
teaching children the key qualities of what truly makes
a good friend: courage and commitment to justice




Supporting Children In Need

Thank you to all parents for your generous donations to ‘Children in Need’ which took place
on Friday. Participating in such campaigns is vital as it teaches our pupils the importance of
compassion—caring for others in need—and koinonia, which means community. These
values are at the heart of our school ethos and help nurture empathetic, responsible young
citizens. A non-uniform day for a purposeful cause not only raises funds but also reinforces
the power of collective action to make a difference.

Together, we support children and young people across the UK, embodying our
commitment to kindness and community spirit.

Key Dates Coming Up: (Do check the calendar on the website too)

Bikeability - Class 6 WB Mon 17t November
Y3 Trip to ST Paul’'s Cathedral Friday 215t November

Y1 Class Assembly Wednesday 26" November
Nursery Visit to Ideas Store Wednesday 26" November
Y2 Class Assembly Friday 28" November

Y3 Class Assembly Wednesday 3™ December
Y4 Class Assembly Friday 5" December

Y5 Class Assembly Wednesday 10t December
Y6 Class Assembly Friday 12t December
Christmas Fayre Wednesday 171" December
Early Years Nativity Thursday 18" December
Last Day of Term (2pm Finish) Friday 19" December




Tower Hamlets and City

SEND IASS [Ih rﬂw’

'I'OWEII HAMLETS

Let’s Talk SEND

Come along to an information event for parents and carers
to find out about Coproduction and help develop a
Borough wide charter

ation from previous
Let’s Talk SEND
meetings on the Local Offer.




CONTRACT CATERING SERVICES CONTRACT
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1 ‘Planet Earth Day' ‘Street Food Day’ “Traditional Day" Hungary ‘Favourites’
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Margherite Pizza with
Macaroni Cheese & Slack Bean & Vegetable
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Option 2 Chickpea & Vegetable Chicken Shawarma with Roust Beel with Roast
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Please Note that some dishes maybe subject to local changes to suit individual school needs
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IMPORTANT
INFORMATION:

Every effort is made to minimise risk of

DECEMBER JANUARY FEBRUARY crosscontamination. However, it shouid

be noted that our food is prepared in a

= L v - kitchen where known allergens may be
Christmas Lunch  National Pie Doy  Chinese New Year prasent S ihasabar the risk of

cross-contamination remains a risk.
Please ask staff for further details
regarding specific dictary
requiremants and/or allergens.
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Penalty Notices Information — New
National Framework

Please read and familiarise yourself with
the latest guidance from Tower Hamlets.
Please note that the fines go to the local
authority and that all schools receive this
information to share with parents/carers.

PENALTY NOTICES P
New National Framework for Penalty Notices for poor school attendance and unauthorised %
leave in term time are changing from 19 August 2024. O —
r Chi .
Penalty Notices will still be issued to each parent for each absent Term Time Leave: 5 consecutive days
child.
10 sessions of unauthorised absence in a

For example — 2 siblings absent for unauthorised leave in term time .
P o 10 week period

will result in each parent receiving two separate fines.

Second Offence
The second time a penalty
notice is issued, the amount will
be £160 per parent, per child, if
paid within 28 days.

First Offence
The first time a penalty notice is
issued, the amount will be £160 per
parent, per child, if paid within 28
days.

Third Offence
The third time a penalty notice is
issued, the case will be presented
straight to the Magistrates Court.

Fines of up to £2500 per parent,
per child, can be issued by the
courts.

(There is no reduction for any

(Reduced to £80 per parent, per early payment.)

child, if paid within 21 days.)

London Borough of Tower Hamlets, Town Hall, 160 Whitechapel Road, London E1 18

The best of London
in one borough




WRAPAROUND CARE

Our wraparound care
after school club has
started.

It is open every day from
3:30pm — 5:30pm and is
open to everyone from
Nursery to Year 6 at a
cost of £8.00 per session
that must be booked in
advance.

Lots of activities, healthy
snacks and an
opportunity to have fun in
the safe environment of
our school.




. YOUTH
YOUTH
YOUTH

WE ARE

A YOUTH MOVEMENT IN TOWERHAMLETS
CREATING COMMUNITY AND CHANGING CULTURE

AT ST JOHN ON BETHNAL GREEN

FREE DROP IN YOUTH SESSION
FROM 3:30-5:00PM

EVERY MONDAY TERM TIME




WELCOME TO
ST GEORGE-IN-THE-EAST

Dear parent/guardian,

It is our privilege to invite your child to join St George’s Youth Choir. Places have been
offered to students who have shown potential and enthusiasm in school and | hope that you will
encourage your child to try out our choir and experience the many musical and social
opportunities it will offer.

What is St George’s Youth Choir?

St George's Youth Choir is run by St George-in-the-East Church and is proudly the first ‘Choir Church’
initiative in the country. We are also delighted to be a partner of St Paul's Cathedral's Choral Foundation.
Striving for excellence, team spirit, fun, and amazing performance opportunities, we work to help young
people grow and be the best they can be. In recent years, we have taken members to sing at St Paul’s
Cathedral and Kings College, Cambridge. We are an inclusive choir and we welcome children of all faiths,
and none.

Where and when does the choir rehearse?

The choir rehearses weekly at St George-in-the-East Church on Wednesdays during term time
from 4:00-5:00 PM, with snacks and socialising from 3:45 PM.We celebrate a monthly sung
Eucharist as part of our Wednesday evening sessions, which we warmly encourage friends and family to
attend. Our unique, diverse and exciting performance schedule will be shared upon signing your child up.

How much does it cost?
With generous support from St George-in-the-East Church and a number of trust and foundations, our
choir is FREE to join!

How do | confirm my child’s place?

Places are limited, so please sign up your child as soon as possible using the following link: https://forms.glel
H3kgGgPOVUYUY]gD7. A member of our team will then be in touch to confirm your child's place.

Will Bruce and Elizabeth Stout

Choir Director and Schools and Families Pastor
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Don’t worry about screen time; aim for screen quality £ el Connect

Scrolling through social media isn’t the same as making a film or story, or :
video calling Grandma. Use the Children’s Commissioner’s‘Digital Five A Day’ Give to
to plan or review each day together. others

Check the safety settings are turned on

Whether it's your home internet, mobile devices, consoles, apps or games, there are lots of
settings to make them safer. The key ones are - can they chat to strangers, can they video
chat or‘go live; are their posts public? What about safe search and Youtube?

See parentsafe.lgfl.net for more.

Get your children to show you their apps and games

You don't need to know all about the latest app or game, but if your child shows you what
they are doing and with whom, you'll probably see if it's appropriate or not. Remember 18
games are not more advanced - they are harmful to children! For parent guides to apps,
including recommendations for kidsafe apps and video platforms, search for Common
Sense Media reviews.

Don't try to hide news about scary things in the news

If you don't talk about it, your children might read inappropriate pages, believe scare
stories or simply catastrophise in their heads. Why not watch Newsround together and talk
about how they feel - there is guidance from Childline to help you.

Remind them of key online safety principles

There are too many to list, but remember human behaviour is the same online and offline.
Remind your children to be a good friend, to ask for help if they are worried or if someone
is mean, not to get undressed on camera and most important of all... if somebody tells
them not to tell or ask for help because it's too late or they will get in trouble, THAT'S A LIE!

If you aren’t sure, ASK!

Your school may be able to give you advice, but there are plenty of other places to
ask for help as a parent or a child, whether it is advice or help to fix something.
Lots of sites are listed at reporting.lgfl.net, including ones to tell your kids about
(they might not want to talk to you in the first instance).




Tower Hamlets and City

SEND IASS

Tower Hamlets & City SENDIASS

(Special Educational Needs Information,
Advice and Support Service)

The SENDIASS Team provides
free and impartial expert advice
to parents of children with SEND
and to children and young
people themselves who are
residents within Tower Hamlets
or City of London. Some of the
ways we can support you are:

- Attending meetings with
schools/professionals

- Applying for an Education
Health and Care Plan

- Mediation with the Local
Authority

- Preparing and attending
SEND Tribunals

- Providing information about
other support services and

Our team also runs workshops for parents
around the EHCP process. Annual Reviews.
and Secondary School Transitions.

If your query can not be resolved during
the telephone consultation. we will take

a referral and you will be allocated a
caseworker who will contact you within 10
working days.

We have a dedicated telephone line, 020
7364 6489 that you can call to speak to an
advisor Monday-Friday, 9:00 am-17.00 pm.

You can also email us at
towerhamlets&city.sendiass
@towerhamlets.gov.uk

You can visit our website at
https: //www.towerhamletsandcity




TERM TIME ONLY

£6.00 iy ‘ WEDNESDAY

PER s:sseou 5-7
4:45-5:45 PM

ST PAULS WHITECHAPE PRIMARY SCHOOL
E1 8GN

PLEASE USE BACK GATE

BOOK VIR HAPPITY

Ggorge

FOOTBALLeSTGEORGEINTHEEAST.ORG east




The Designated Members of Staff Responsible for Safeguarding
and Child Protection at St Pauls are:




Term Dates and Holidays - 2025/ 2026

Autumn Term 2025

Staff Training
Term 1

Half Term
Term 2

Christmas break

Christmas Day
Boxing Day
New Year’'s Day

Spring Term 2026
Staff Training
Term 3

Half Term

Term 4

Good Friday
Easter Monday/

Summer Term 26
Term 5

Monday 1st & Tuesday 2nd September (2days)
Wednesday 3rd September—Friday 24t October(38 days)
Monday 27 October — Friday 31st October

Monday 3" November — Friday 19" December (35 days)

Monday 22" December — Friday January 2™

Thursday 25" December
Friday 26" December
Thursday 1t January

Monday 5" January (1 day)
Tuesday 6" January- Friday 13" February (29 days)
Monday 16" February-Friday 20 February

Monday 23 February-Friday 27" March (25 days)

Friday 3 April
Monday 6t April

Monday 13" April-Friday 22" May (29 days)

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 4" May
Spring Bank Holiday Monday 25! May

Half Term
Term 6
Staff Training

Ramadan begins
Eid Al-Fitr
Eid Al-Adha

Monday 25" May — Friday 29t May
Monday 15t June- Thursday 16th July (34 days)
Friday 17t July (1 day)

18" February

20t March

27t May

195 School Days including 5 training days (1 to be arranged)




